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Color Me In



Make a target with chalk on a blackboard or the sidewalk, and then throw wet sponges at it until it disappears.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Set up a glow-in-the-dark ring toss—use dollar-store glow necklaces or bracelets as rings.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Go geocaching, a fun high-tech scavenger hunt that you can do with a smartphone. You can play anywhere 

caches are hidden, but we have tips on how to start in Los Angeles, NYC, and New Jersey.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Have a hula-hooping contest—see who can keep the hoops spinning longest and who can twirl the most hoops.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Learn a fun new skill as a family: Try juggling, skateboarding, French braiding or whatever strikes your 

fancy.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Grab your camera and take photos of plants and animals using different filters and frames, and then compare 

the results.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Paint the sidewalk with water. See how fast the sun makes your art disappear.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Get some pots and pans for drums, dress up and have a parade.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Make your own ice cream, no special maker required. Here's our recipe for bananamon ice cream.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Head to your local creek or pond and try to catch (and release) crayfish and minnows with a fine net.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Catch fireflies in a glass jar and watch them shine before letting them fly away.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Go on an alphabet treasure hunt. See if you can find things that begin with every letter in nature.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Host a beverage challenge. Set up chilled cups of seasonal drinks (lemonade, iced tea) and get your friends to 

try to identify each while blindfolded.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Create your own pop-up playground from old cardboard boxes, fabric pieces and other recycled materials.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Draw a game board on the sidewalk and make up the rules. Kids can become life-size pieces in a game of your 

own invention.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Turn an old cardboard box into an arcade game, a robot, rocket ship, doll house or hideout and let your 

imagination do the rest.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Host silly relay races. Have the kids hop on one foot, walk backward, gallop like a horse, skip—the more 

ridiculous the challenge, the better.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Have a sumo-style wrestling match.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Create a short stop-motion film using dolls, stuffed animals or action figures. There are lots of apps that 

make this easy.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Go through your recycling bin to see what you can turn into a boat. Add sails and decorations, and then float it 

in pool, river or tub.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Have a car wash for your toys, bikes and scooters. Make sure to get really wet!

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Play flashlight tag. While the other players hide, whomever is "it" must find and "tag" them with the beam while 

saying their names.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Host a fancy tea party for your stuffed animals.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Go on a neighborhood wildflower walk—do some research in advance so you can identify some of the 

blooms.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Play old-school backyard games like Leap Frog, Red Rover, Mother May I?, and Red Light, Green Light 1-2-3.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Hit your local garden, park, forest or yard to collect items for a terrarium.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Create a sidewalk masterpiece with chalk. I just bought my son sidewalk paint airbrush for a fresh take on this 

old favorite.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Rain spoil your picnic plans? Break out the basket and paper plates for an indoor picnic lunch or dinner.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



See who can build the tallest tower using blocks or Lego bricks.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Rifle through the dress-up bin and have a photo shoot with your little princess, pirate or superhero.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Navigate an obstacle course fashioned out of recycled items (bottles, boxes, cups, etc.).

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Get sculpting with Play-Doh and have extra fun by making your own.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Squirt shaving cream onto a paper plate and "draw" with your fingers.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Collect items from nature and make a collage. Add paint or leave it au naturale.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Play indoor baseball. Set up a paper home plate and three bases in the living room, throw a paper ball that you 

hit with your hand and run. Great for a rainy day.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Play bossy ball. Write 10 silly ways to throw a ball on masking tape (through your legs, eyes closed, etc). Tape 

them to a ball and play catch. When you get the ball, you have to return it the way it says.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Open a lemonade stand or come up with your own small business idea.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Create a baking soda volcano. Pour a bit of white vinegar into a plastic cup, add a tablespoon of baking soda 

and watch it "explode."

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Make a kite out of paper and string, and then see how high it can soar. Not a DIYer? Flying a store-bought kite 

is also fun.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Craft a fairy garden from moss, acorns, leaves and other natural materials.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In



Take apart an obsolete and unwanted household object, like an old printer or clock radio, to see how it works.

What do I need to do this activity? Notes



Color Me In
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